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circumstances of the recipient. Such a system can be run and

administered only by the private sector."!

However, it remains to be seen if the politicians in Congress are
willing to muster up courage to confront the welfare bureaucracy and
act to adopt a major reform of our welfare system which will rely on
the strengths of the private sector. Such a system would move govern-
ment away from income distribution programs toward a program o

assist those in need and help avoid dependency. If the Members of

Congress are willing to take these courageous steps. the truly needy
will benefit and the private sector as well as the cause of freedom will
be strengthened.
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The Problem of
C(I)d%(e)logy In
ntempor
Consergatiglg
Thought

by Lee Cheek

“I'he various ‘isms’ which have afHicted the modern state are
not so much truly political phenomena as new religions. No one
has managed greatly 1o impose the traditional classification of
political societies into monarchies, oligarchies, democracies and
dictatorships or tyrannies. But the new politicians are concerned
with something more profound than politics: they are concerned
with ideologies, that is to say, with religions, and these are
dangerous and may mean . . . death.”

Quintin Hogg, The Case For Conservatism’

“ . within humanity ideology i meseapable and that making it a
showpiece right in the center of comervative demonvlogy o completr
nonsense.

Ertk vou Kuehnelt-Leddihin, Modern Age?

his paper has been given added impetus by what the author has
observed 1o be a decline in the study of political theorys it may be

the primary current atHiction of our discipline and an aftliction which
has remained largely unencountered. Such a decline has previously
exerted its Procrustean head. As Dante Germino has observed. a
“decline” was evident following the influence of Hegel, which broughn
about a severe attack by the nineteenth-century messianic humanists.®
I'he abuse of ideology and ideological praxis constitutes i serious
threat to political theory; the more radical torms of ideology may
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Lincoln Review

the power of ethical perception, could be “engaged successfully in the
expiration of culture."® ‘

The promise of the idealogue—a new Eden—is more often sup-
planted by a terrestrial hell. In Kirk’s earlier works, he identified the
major ideological movements as those of the behaviorist, libertarian
and liberal casts. More recently, he has been critical of those who
would propose a “democratic ideology.” Kirk believes a democratic
ideology is really a call for a creation of a civil religion, a notion about
which he is skeptical:

“If by some subtle process the approved civil religion were

designed to supplant the congeries of creeds at present flourish-

ing—why, such hostility towards belief in the transcendent is
precisely the most ruinous characteristic of the existing virulent
ideologies.”
Kirk sees ideology as “the disease, not the cure.”® All ideologies lead
to a disruption of order and usurption of freedom and justice. Qur
political tradition runs counter to ideological thinking; those who are

advocating a conservative ideology are merely advocating a form of

fanaticism—a choice better left unmade:
“By elaborate propaganda, calculated to destroy faith in existing
institutions and in lawfully constituted authority, ideology
thrusts out truth and clear perception of reality from the minds
of its victims. Once possessed of power, ideologues silence all
rivals."
V.

he debate over the implantation of a conservative ideology rolls
on; Kuehnelt-Leddihn's “Portland Statement” serves as the most
prominent example. The end to this “problem” will not come soon;
the vigor of the debate has only recently begun to assert itself. As the
debate continues, the philosophical sophistication and level of debate
will increase. Given the utter impracticality of fusionist models, the
increased dialogue is essential. American conservatives possessed no
coordinated intellectual force following the Second World War; woday
their ranks have surged in number. This occurrence may require
sailing around the gulf of ideology, to a more traditional position.
Footnotes
'"Quintin Hogg, The Case For Comservatism (Harmondsworth, England: Penguin
Books, 1948), p. 47.
?Erik von Kuchneli-Leddihn, “Uopias and 1deologies,” Modern Age, Volume 21,
Number 3 (Summer 1977), p. 237.

*Dante Germino, Beyond Ideology: The Revival of Political Theory (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1967), p. 45.

The Problem of 1deology In Contemporary Conservative Thought

‘Russell Kirk, “The Unnatural History of Giant Ideology,” Chronicles, April 1986, p.
18.

*Kenneth Minogue, Allen Powers: The Pure Theory of Ideology (New York: St. Martin's
Press, 1986), p. 19,

*Barry Cooper, "ldeology, Technology and Truth,” The Ethical Dimension of Political
Life: Essays in Honor of fohn Hallowell (Durham, North Carolina: Duke University Press,
1983), p. 142

'Germino, ibid, p. 51.

*Karl Mannheim, /devlogy and Utopia (New York: Harvest Books, 1936), p. 139.

*Dante Germino's work, previously cited, provides much information concerning
Comte.

1°Germino, ibid, p. 57.

""Minoque, ibid, p. 51.

“Minogue, ibid, p. 4.

BGerhant Niemeyer, Between Nothing and Paradise (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1986), p. 202.

“Minogue, p. 121.

BGiovanni Sartori, “Politics, Ideology and Belief Systems,” American Political Science
Review, Volume 63, Number 2 (June 1969).

'*Russell Kirk, The Enemies of the Permanent Things (LaSalle, Ilinois: Sherwood Sugden
and Company, 1984), p. 165.

"Irving Kristol, “The New Republican Party,” Wall Street Journal, 17 July 1980, p. 22.

18K ristol, ibid, p. 22.

¥Kristol, ibid, p. 22,

®Irving Kristol, “The American Revolution As a Successful Revolution” (Washing-
1on: American Enterprise Instilue, 1973).

"lnterview with Annette Kirk, March 12, 1987,

ZErik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn, “Scita Et Scienda: The Dwarfing of Modern Man,”
Tmprimis, Volume 3, Number 10 (October 1974).

BErik von Kuchneli-Leddihn, Modern Age, ibid, p. 267.

MErik von Kuchneli-Leddihn, Madern Age, ibid, p. 267.

Bleorge Nash, The Conservative Intellectual Movement (New York: Basic Books, 1976),

. 64,
P ®Erik von Kuchnelti-Leddihn, Modem Age, ibid, p. 273.

MPersonal [nterview with Kuehnelt-Leddihn, November 1984,

®Robert Nisbet, Conservatism: Dream and Reality (Minneapolis: University of Minne-
sota Press, 1UB6), preface.

¥Robert Nisbet, ibid, preface.

%Rabert Nishet, ibid, preface.

MRobert Nisbet, ibid, preface.

#Rubert Nisbet, ibid, preface.

BNiemeyer, ibid, p. 142,

HW. Wesley McDonald’s upcoming intellectual study of Kirk, 1o be published by the
National Humanities Institute, along with John East’s recent The American Conservative
Muovement, will help full this void.

+ BKirk, Enemies, 1bid, p. 153.

%Kirk, Enemies, ibid, p. 155.

YKirk, “Unnawral,” ibid, p. 19.

»Rirk, “Unnataral,” ibid, p. 20,

¥Kirk, “Unnatural,” ibid, p. 20. »

“Kirk, "Unnatural,” ibid, p. 20.

*Kirk, Enemies, ibid, p. 147.



